
  Canton School Committee 

Canton, MA 

 

February 15, 2018 

 

Canton High School 

Distance Learning Lab  

900 Washington Street  

Canton, MA 02021 

    6:30 PM Exec Session 

7:00 PM  Open Session 

The Canton Public Schools strives to develop students who are competent and creative 

thinkers, curious and confident learners, and compassionate citizens. 

 
A. Call to Order  

 

B. Executive Session The School Committee will be in Executive Session to discuss issues 

related to contractual matters. 

 

C. Public Comments Chairman, Michael Loughran will open the floor for comments from 

the public.   

 

D. Student Member Report Tony Harris will be providing the Student Member Report. 

 

E. Superintendent’s Report   Dr. Fischer-Mueller will provide an update on a variety of 

matters going on throughout the district. 

 

 

F. New Business  

1.  Boston Globe Scholastic Art and Writing Awards – Jennifer Henderson will 

recognize the Boston Globe Art and Writing Award recipients. 

 

2.  2018-2019 School Year District Calendar - Dr. Fischer-Mueller will present the 

draft 2018-2019 District Calendar to the School Committee and request a vote of 

approval. 

 

3. School Choice - The School Committee will vote on Canton Public Schools as a 

School Choice community. 

 

4.  Disposal of Property - Mr. Barry Nectow will request a vote for disposal of surplus 

technology.  

 

5.  Quarterly report - Barry Nectow will present the quarterly budget report. 

 

6. FY18 Budget Update – Dr. Fischer-Mueller and Mr. Barry Nectow will present 

information regarding the FY18 budget at this time. 

 

G. Old Business 
 

1. FY19 Budget - Dr. Fischer-Mueller and Mr. Barry Nectow will continue FY19 

Budget discussion. 

 

 



H. Business Manager’s Report   Barry Nectow will present the Business Manager’s 

Report. 

 

 

I. Routine Matters  

 

1. Approve Minutes dated February 1, 2018 

2. Approve Bill Schedule dated February 22, 2018 

 

J. Sub-Committee Reports 

 

1. TEC - Dr. Jennifer Fischer-Mueller 

2. CPC - John Bonnanzio 

3. BRC - Reuki Schutt 

4. Wellness - Meg Gannon 

5. Finance - Reuki Schutt/Meg Gannon 

6. Policy - Kristin Mirliani 

7. PRHC - John Bonnanzio 

 

K. Future Business – Next School Committee Meeting will be held Thursday, March 1, 

2018 at 7:00 PM. 

 

L. Other Business  
 

M. Adjournment 

 

 

 

 

 















































































Town of Canton 
Canton School Committee Minutes of the Meeting of February 1, 2018 

Canton High School Distance Learning Lab 
 
 

A. Call to Order:

   

  The meeting of the School Committee is called to order by Michael 
Loughran at 7:00PM.  Chairman Loughran announced that Executive Session was 
cancelled this evening. 

 
B. Open Session:

 
  

Present are:   
Michael Loughran 
Kristin Mirliani 
Meg Gannon 
Reuki Schutt 
John Bonnanzio 
     
Also Present:   
Dr. Jennifer Fischer-Mueller, Superintendent 
Barry Nectow, Business Manager 
Colleen Hutchinson, Recording Secretary 
Julia Quinn, Student Representative 
Public 
Staff 
Press 
 

C. Public Comments/Questions:
 

  No public comments. 

D. Student Member Report

 

:  Julia Quinn, member or CSED, thanked School Committee 
members for listening to the group’s presentation at the last meeting.  Subsequently, Julia 
spoke about her visits at GMS and Hansen School.  In her meeting with Dr. Conard at 
GMS, Julia said that Dr. Conard is most proud of PBL this year. PBL’s focus is to engage 
student’s creativity and critical thinking skills. GMS students’ projects include the 
development of bridges in the Technology and Engineering classes, school beautification 
activities, installing  water filtration systems at the school and connecting with elderly.  
Julia talked to Tony Harris about his mentorship at the Hansen School. Hansen recently 
celebrated Kindness week. CHS character crew visited Hansen and as a result, Hansen 
school has started a junior character crew program. 

E. Superintendent’s Report:
 

  Dr. Jennifer Fischer-Mueller reported on the following events: 

Superintendent Activity Highlights: 
Incident Command System:  Superintendent Fischer-Mueller reported that 
Administrators of CPS are participating in an online training program developed 
by the National Incident Management System (NIMS), specifically the Incident 
Command System (ICS). Through this training, administrators are learning the 



proper language and procedures used by Canton’s emergency response teams. 
Superintendent Fischer-Mueller thanked Chief Doody for his leadership, and 
Assistant Superintendent Henderson for organizing the learning together. 

Disruptive Equity Education Project (DEEP): Last Wednesday and Thursday, 
January 24th and 25th

Update:  

, central office and building-based administrators participated 
in the last two days of a four-day seminar with Dr. Darnisa Armante of DEEP and 
Gene Thompson-Grove of the School Reform Initiative. During the seminar, 
participants looked carefully at their own experiences around issues of equity and 
used those personal experiences to guide their development as educational leaders 
for equity.  

Inclement Weather: Superintendent Fischer-Mueller committed to communicating with 
parents and guardians when there is any information about buses being delayed due to 
inclement weather. The Superintendent thanked parents, guardians, students, staff and 
administrators for managing a difficult morning on Tuesday, January 30th

 
. 

Reuki Schutt reminded parents that they have the right to keep their children home in 
inclement weather if they so choose. 
 
Indicators of Excellence 

Performing Arts Award: Cam Delerme will be participating at the upcoming All-
State Festival, for Vocals, at the World Trade Center in Boston, March 1-3, 2018. 

South Shore Regional Science Fair:  Superintendent Fischer-Mueller was pleased to 
report that Canton High School student, Anvitha Addanki, has won a South Shore 
Regional Science Fair School Award for her work on Long-term Effects on War-Affected 
Population: Study Using Planaria.  The awards will be presented at the 2018 South Shore 
Regional Science Fair, Saturday, March 10th 

Robotics: It was announced that the Elementary Robotics session one has ended and the 
second and final round of these very popular after school programs will begin within the 
next two weeks.   

Iditarod Teacher on the Trail: Dr. Fischer-Mueller announced that Brian Hickox, an 8th 
grade English teacher at GMS, is one of the finalists to be the 2019 Iditarod Teacher on 
the Trail.  If Brian is formally selected as the winner, he will actively post standards-
based lessons throughout the next year, communicate with educators and students across 
the country, attend a summer teacher conference, and travel back to Alaska for the 2019 
Iditarod.  

New Social Studies Standards:  DESE will be implementing new social studies standards 
in July 2018.  In general, there is a greater emphasis on Civics and more time allotted to 
U.S. History. 



 

Ongoing Work on the New Science Standards:   Katie Clarke, Teachers 21 Education 
Consultant, continues to work with our middle and elementary school faculty in 
developing curriculum units to address the new science and technology standards and 
practices.  The middle and elementary students will take the science and technology test 
on the computer for the first time this spring (grades 5 and 8).   

Problem Based Learning: Approximately 70 teachers who participated in Problem Based 
Learning (PBL) training met on Monday, Jan. 30th, after school, to present their final 
projects or intended projects to other members of the Professional Learning Community 
(PLC).  The educators and students will be working with the Buck Institute of Education 
trainer, Telannia Nofar on their projects in their classrooms when she visits in March. 

Climate Education:  The Superintendent reported that Asst. Superintendent Jen 
Henderson met with a group of community members and high school students regarding 
increasing climate education in our curriculum.  This meeting opened an ideal 
opportunity for our district to continue to encourage student voice as a part of our 
curriculum development.  

Standards Based Report Card: The elementary Standards Based Report Card PLC 
continues to meet focusing on the incorporation of the new science standards.  The new 
standards will be fully implemented onto the report card next year.   

Guidelines to Preschool and Kindergarten Learning Experiences: The elementary 
principals, Rodman Early Childhood Coordinator, Assistant Superintendents and Director 
for Student Services will be participating in a pilot review of the Guidelines to Preschool 
and Kindergarten Learning Experiences through April.  Feedback will be collected from 
all districts and the final guidelines will be published in July.   

Math Night:  The elementary math specialists conducted the third of four math support 
workshops for parents/guardians on Wednesday, January 31st at the Hansen Elementary.  
The final session will occur in late May and will once again be open to parents who have 
students in kindergarten. 

Canton High School Mock Trial

 

: Dr. Fischer-Mueller is pleased to announce that the 
Canton High School Mock Trial Team, under the direction of Donna Creed Bauman and 
Attorney Gabrielle Denby, are currently 3-0 after completing the Regional Contest.  

F. 
 

Old Business 

1. FY 19 Budget: Dr. Fischer-Mueller and Mr. Nectow shared information following 
their Revenue Forecast meeting.  The Town presented the estimated FY19 school 
budget with a 4.16% increase.  This is an estimated 1.35% drop in what the 



School Committee originally approved and requested. Chairman Loughran 
reported that we have an upcoming meeting with the Finance Committee.  At this 
meeting we intend to present our proposal again.  Mr. Bonnanzio suggested 
showing the FY19 budget proposal charts and slides to the Finance Committee. 
He would like the Town to see where we fall in relation to the other communities 
with respect to per pupil expenditures.  Reuki Schutt said that we were fiscally 
responsible in presenting the budget this year. The meeting is scheduled for 
March 12th

 
, but the intent is to get an earlier date on the calendar. 

Mr. Nectow handed out the school by school breakdown of the budget.  Mr. 
Nectow said it is not an equal distribution across schools.  It is needs based.  
Additional information will be available on the website. 
 

G. 
 

New Business 

1. Project SAVE Overview

 

:  Members of Substance Abuse Victim Empowerment 
(SAVE) did a presentation on how their group works with victims of substance 
abuse to help them find their interests, passions and future opportunities to allow 
them to get back onto the right track.  They are raising awareness about the 
preventive measures and available recovery treatments. 

2. Request for Overnight Travel: Catherine Eckersley requested permission to attend 
the All State Festival at the World Trade Center in Boston from March 1-3. Cam 
Delerme will be singing at Symphony Hall.  Cam reported that he is only the 2nd

 

 
student from CHS to attend the Festival for Vocals.  Cam told the School 
Committee members that music is his fuel.  Reuki Schutt motioned to approve the 
travel request.  Meg Gannon seconded. It was voted 5-0. 

5 yeas  0 nays 
     

3. Concussion Protocol and Policy

 

:  Pulled from Agenda. Topics to be discussed at a 
future meeting. 

4. Food Allergy Management Policy

 

:  Pulled from Agenda.  Item to be discussed at 
another meeting.  

5. Disposal of Property

 

: Barry Nectow presented his quarterly request for approval to 
dispose of surplus math textbooks and technology surplus items.  Reuki Schutt 
motioned to approve the disposal request.  Meg Gannon seconded. It was voted 5-
0. 

5 yeas  0 nays 
 

H. Business Manager’s Report
 

:  Nothing to report.  

I. Routine Matters
 

  

1. Approve Minutes dated January 10, 2018. Kristin Mirliani motioned to approve 
the minutes.  Meg Gannon seconded the motion.  It was voted 5-0 



 
 5 yeas  0 nays 

 
2. Approve Executive minutes dated January 10, 2018. Kristin Mirliani motioned to 

approve the minutes.  Meg Gannon seconded the motion.  It was voted 5-0 
 
 5 yeas  0 nays 
 
Motion to release Executive minutes. Reuki Schutt motioned to release January 
10, 2018 Executive minutes.  Meg Gannon seconded.  It was voted 5-0 
 
 5 yeas  0  nays 
 

3. Approve Minutes dated January 18, 2018.  Meg Gannon motioned to approve the 
minutes.  Kristin Mirliani seconded.  Reuki Schutt and John Bonnanzio abstained.  
It was voted 3-0-2 
 

3 yeas  0  nays  2 abstained  
      John Bonnanzio 
      Reuki Schutt 
 

4. Approve Executive minutes dated January 18, 2018, Meg Gannon motioned to 
approve the executive minutes.  Kristin Mirliani seconded.  Reuki Schutt and John 
Bonnanzio abstained.  It was voted 3-0-2 
 

3 yeas  0  nays  2 abstained 
John Bonnanzio 
Reuki Schutt 
 

Motion to hold Executive minutes dated January 18, 2018. Reuki Schutt moved to 
hold the Executive minutes date January 18, 2018.  Kristin Mirliani seconded. It 
was voted 5-0   
 
  5  yeas  0  nays 

 
5.  Approve Bill Schedule dated February 8, 2018. Meg Gannon motioned to approve 

the bill schedule.  Kristin Mirliani seconded the motion. It was voted 5-0. 
 

5  yeas  0 nays 
 

J. 
 
Sub-Committee Reports 

1. TEC - Dr. Jennifer Fischer-Mueller - Nothing to report 
2. CPC - John Bonnanzio –Mike Loughran reported that the zoning process has 
started.  
3. BRC - Reuki Schutt – Feasibility Study resumes are due in tomorrow.  The 
Subcommittee is formed.  Will be meeting over next week to pick a vendor. 
4. Wellness - Meg Gannon –Nothing to report 
5. Finance - Reuki Schutt/Meg Gannon - Nothing to report 



6. Policy - Kristin Mirliani – Will have information at next meeting 
7. PRHC - John Bonnanzio – Nothing to report 

 
K. Future Business

 

 – Next School Committee Meeting will be held Thursday, February 15, 
2018 at 7:00 PM.  

Chairman Loughran proposed changing the March 15th School Committee meeting date 
due to several members having commitments on this date. There are three School 
Committee meetings scheduled in March.  Reuki Schutt proposed cancelling the March 
15th

 
 meeting and scheduling another meeting only if needed.  

L. Other Business
 

:   No report 

M. Adjournment:

 

  Reuki Schutt motioned to close Open Session at 8:15 pm.  Meg Gannon 
seconded.  It was voted 5-0.   

5 yeas   0 nays 


