
 
 

“When I look back, I am so impressed again with the life-giving power of literature.  If I 
were a young person today, trying to gain a sense of myself in the world, I would do 
that again by reading, just as I did when I was young.”                ~  Maya Angelou 
 
“There are many little ways to enlarge your child's world. Love of books is the best of 
all.”                      ~ Jacqueline Kennedy  
 
“If you are going to get anywhere in life, you have to read a lot of books.”  

~ Roald Dahl 
 

Galvin Middle School  
Summer Reading Program 

Fall 2019  “One World, Many Stories” 
 

 
Dear Families, 
 
Research tells us that the more children read, the better they 
read, and the more children read outside of school, the better they perform in 
school.  The Galvin Middle School believes that learning is a year-round endeavor 
and that summer vacation presents unique opportunities for learning.  
 
For the many reasons that summer reading benefits us, including improved reading 
skills, an increased desire to read, and improved self esteem, all students are asked 
to read at least two books from their grade level summer reading lists during the 
summer - one title from our fiction list, and one title from our nonfiction list. 
This year, our whole school is reading books that relate to the theme, “One World, 
Many Stories.”  
 
In addition, students who read four (4) or more books will qualify as advanced 
summer readers and participate in a recognition celebration in the fall.  
 
When we return to school in the fall, all Galvin students will participate in learning 
activities that reinforce this year’s theme. 
 
We are confident that this list of recommended books contains selections that each 
student will find interesting, and that make summer reading enjoyable. Please 
e-mail any questions regarding summer reading to Lisa Kaminski, ELA/Reading 
Department Advisor, at KaminskiL@cantonma.org. 
 
 
Enjoy your summer and happy reading! 
 
 
ELA/Reading Department  
Galvin Middle School 

mailto:KaminskiL@cantonma.org


 
 

GALVIN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Summer Reading - Entering Seventh Graders 

Fall 2019 

All entering seventh grade students are required to read two titles – one 
from the nonfiction list and one from the fiction list. 

 
 

Nonfiction 
 

Titantic: Voices From the Disaster by Deborah Hopkinson 
Deborah Hopkinson weaves together the voices and stories of real TITANIC survivors and 
witnesses to the disaster -- from the stewardess Violet Jessop to Captain Arthur Rostron of 
the CARPATHIA, who came to the rescue of the sinking ship. Packed with heart stopping 
action, devastating drama, fascinating historical details, loads of archival photographs on 
almost every page, and quotes from primary sources, this gripping story, which follows the 

TITANIC and its passengers from the ship's celebrated launch at Belfast to her cataclysmic icy end, is 
sure to thrill and move readers. 

 
  An American Plague by Jim Murphy 

1793, Philadelphia. The nation's capital and the largest city in North America is 
devastated by an apparently incurable disease, cause unknown.  In a powerful, 
dramatic narrative, critically acclaimed author Jim Murphy describes the illness 
known as yellow fever and the toll it took on the city's residents, relating the 

epidemic to the major social and political events of the day and to 18th-century medical beliefs 
and practices.  

 

 Lost on a Mountain in Maine by Donn Fendler 

When twelve-year-old Donn Fendler gets tired of waiting for his father and brothers to 
join him on the summit of Maine's highest peak, he decides to find his own way back to 
camp. But Donn doesn't count on a fast-moving fog that obscures the path.  

 

 

Flags of Our Fathers: A Young People’s Edition by James Bradley      with Ron Powers 
"Flags of Our Fathers" is the unforgettable chronicle of perhaps the most famous moment in 
American military history: the raising of the U. S. flag at Iwo Jima. Here is the true story 
behind the immortal photograph that has come to symbolize the courage and indomitable 
will of America.  
In February 1945, American Marines plunged into the surf at Iwo Jima-and into history. 

The son of one of the flag raisers has written a powerful account of six very different men who came 
together in the heroic battle for the Pacific's most crucial island. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

  Of Beetles to Angels: A Boy’s Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to Harvard 
by Mawi Asgedom  

This acclaimed memoir tells the unforgettable story of a young boy's journey from a 
refugee camp in Sudan to Chicago, where his family survived on welfare. Mawi followed 
his father's advice to "treat people . . . as though they were angels sent from heaven, " and 

realized his dream of a full-tuition scholarship to Harvard University. (Mrs. Ghostlaw’s 
recommendation.  Google his TED Talks) 

 

 
 Red Scarf Girl by Ji-Li Jiang 
When China's Communist Party detained Ji-li's father, the 12-year-old was faced with the 
most difficult choice of her life. She could denounce her father and break with her family, 
or she could refuse to testify and sacrifice her future in her beloved Communist Party. 
 
 

 
 

 The Finest Hours (young reader edition) by Michael J. Tougias and Casey Sherman 
This novel tells the story of the shipwreck of two oil tankers and the harrowing Coast 
Guard rescue when four men in a tiny lifeboat overcame insurmountable odds and saved 
more than 30 stranded sailors. On the night of February 18, 1952, during one of the worst 
winter storms that New England has ever seen, two oil tankers just off the shore of Cape 

Cod were torn in half. With the storm in full force and waves up to 70 feet high, four coast guardsmen 
headed out to sea in a tiny lifeboat to come to the rescue. They were the only hope for the stranded 
sailors. Despite incredible obstacles, these brave men risked their lives, remembering the unofficial 
Coast Guard motto: You have to go out, but you do not have to come back.  This is a fast-paced, 
uplifting story that puts young readers in the middle of the action. It's a gripping true tale of heroism 
and survival in the face of the elements. 

 
 

 Soul Surfer by Bethany Hamilton (student favorite!) 
When Bethany Hamilton, who had been surfing in Hawaii since she was seven years old, 
lost her arm in a shark attack, the media and the world took notice. The truly amazing story 
about Bethany unfolded after the attack when her faith, courage, and determination to 
return to competitive surfing became apparent. Bethany has inspired countless people 
around the world with her positive outlook. 

 
 

 Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different by Karen Blumenthal 
From the start, his path was never predictable. Steve Jobs was given up for adoption at 
birth, dropped out of college after one semester, and at the age of twenty, created Apple in 
his parents' garage with his friend Steve Wozniack. Then came the core and hallmark of his 
genius—his exacting moderation for perfection, his counterculture life approach, and his 
level of taste and style that pushed all boundaries. 

 



  
Bad Boy by Walter Dean Myers 
Who would ever have thought that celebrated author Walter Dean Myers was once a 
troublemaker and a truant? Walter recounts what growing up in Harlem was like in the 
1940s and 50. Just how bad was Walter? From instigating mischievous pranks at home to 
fighting in the classroom—especially when teased about his speech 

impediment—irrepressible Walter was a handful. Still, he had a tremendous love for books, and by high 
school, he longed to become a writer. But Walter felt his options were so limited that he dropped out of 
school. Readers of all ages will identify with Walter's struggle to find his own way and become a 
successful writer. 

 
 
Boy by Roald Dahl 
Where did Roald Dahl get all of his wonderful ideas for stories? From his own life, of course! 
As full of excitement and the unexpected as his world-famous, bestselling books, Roald 
Dahl's tales of his own childhood are completely fascinating and fiendishly funny. 
 
 
  Knots in My Yo-yo String by Jerry Spinelli 
Newbery medalist Jerry Spinelli has penned his early autobiography with all the warmth, 
humor, and drama of his best-selling fiction.  From first memoirs through high school, 
including first kiss, first punch, first trip to the principal’s office, and first humiliating sports 
experience, this is not merely an account of a highly unusual childhood.  
 

 

Fiction 
 

 Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper (Student favorite!!!) 
(Dr. Muse’s recommendation!) 

Eleven-year-old Melody has a photographic memory. Her head is like a video 
camera that is always recording. Always. And there’s no delete button. She’s the 
smartest kid in her whole school – but NO ONE knows it. Most people – her 

teachers and doctors included – don’t think she’s capable of learning, and up to until recently her 
school days consisted of listening to the same preschool-level alphabet lessons again and again. 
If only she could speak up, if only she could tell people what she thinks and knows…but she 
can’t, because Melody can’t talk. She can’t walk. She can’t write. Being stuck inside her head is 
making Melody go out of her mind – that is, until she discovers something that will allow her to 
speak for the first time ever. At least Melody has a voice… but not everyone around her is ready 
to hear it. 

 

  P.S. Be Eleven by Rita Williams-Garcia 

In this exquisite sequel to the New York Times bestseller One Crazy Summer, the 
Gaither sisters return to Brooklyn and find that changes large and small have 
come to their home. After spending the summer in Oakland with their mother and 
the Black Panthers, Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern arrive home with a newfound 
streak of independence, and the sisters aren't the only ones who have changed.. 

Through letters, Delphine pours her heart out and receives some constant advice: to be eleven 
while she can.  



 

 Iqbal by Francesco D’Adamo 
When young Iqbal is sold into slavery at a carpet factory, his arrival changes everything for 
the other overworked and abused chidren there. It is Iqbal who explains to them that despite 
their master's promises, he plans on keeping them as his slaves indefinitely. But it is also 
Iqbal who inspires the other children to look to a future free from toil...and is brave enough 
to show them how to get there.  

This moving fictionalized account of the real Iqbal Masih is told through the voice of Fatima, a young 
Pakistani girl whose life is changed by Iqbal's courage. 

 
 

 Schooled by Gordon Korman 
Cap doesn't exactly fit in at Claverage Middle School (dubbed C Average by the kids). He 
has long, ungroomed hair, wears hemp clothes, and practices Tai Chi out on the lawn. His 
weirdness basically makes him biggest nerd in school. This is great news for Zach Powers, 
big man on campus. He can't wait to instate the age-old tradition in C-Average School: The 
biggest nerd is nominated for class president—and wins. So when Cap becomes president, 

he is more puzzled than ever. But as Cap begins to take on his duties, the joke starts to turn on Zach. 
 
 

 
Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick  
A brilliant, emotionally-charged novel about two boys—a slow learner too large for his 
age, and a tiny, crippled genius—who pair up to create one formidable human force known 
as "Freak the Mighty." 
 
 

 
 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 
Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, 
the hallways hum with the murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo 
Borlock’s heart with just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit revolution with just 
one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. Then they turn on her. 
Stargirl is suddenly shunned for everything that makes her different, and Leo, 
panicked and desperate with love, urges her to change, going against everything 

she stands for. In this celebration of nonconformity, Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a 
tense, emotional tale about the perils of popularity and the thrill and inspiration of first love. 

 
 

Maximum Ride series by James Patterson   (Mrs. Canavan’s recommendation!) 
Fourteen-year-old Maximum Ride, better known as Max, knows what it's like to soar above 
the world. She and all the members of the "flock"--Fang, Iggy, Nudge, Gasman and 
Angel--are just like ordinary kids, only they have wings and can fly. It may seem like a dream 
come true to some, but their lives can morph into a living nightmare at any time--like when 
Angel, the youngest member of the flock, is kidnapped and taken back to the "School" where 

she and the others were experimented on by a crew of sinister scientists. It's the beginning of an epic tale 
that races, rocks and rolls toward an astounding apocalyptic event in the fourth volume, Nevermore! 
(Any of the Maximum Ride books can be selected.) 
 
 



 Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai  
For all the ten years of her life, Hà has only known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy 
of its traditions, the warmth of her friends close by . . . and the beauty of her very own 
papaya tree.  But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. Hà and her family are forced 
to flee as Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward hope.  

 
 

 Payback Time by Carl Deuker 
Senior Daniel True is short, pale, and round, hence his nickname the Michelin Man, or 
Mitch, for short. His former elementary school best friend, Horst Diamond, is the star 
quarterback and BMOC at their Seattle high school. Mitch's ambition is to be an ace 
investigative reporter, à la Woodward and Bernstein, but the new editor of the school 
newspaper assigns him to cover sports. Worse still, Coach McNulty makes it clear that 

Mitch's job is to be Horst's cheerleader. While covering a practice, Mitch notices Angel Marichal, a 
senior transfer student. Angel is clearly the best athlete in the school, but McNulty keeps him hidden, 
playing second string, changing his jersey number, and denying any interview requests. Mitch knows 
that McNulty and Angel are hiding something, and he is determined to get to the bottom of it. What he 
finds is far different from what he suspects, and along the way his personal and journalistic ethics are 
tested. 

 
 

  Peak by Roland Smith 

When fourteen-year-old Peak Marcello's long-lost father presents the opportunity for 
them to summit Everest together, Peak doesn't even consider saying no--even though he 
suspects there are a few strings attached. And if he makes it to the top before his 
birthday, he'll be the youngest person ever to stand above 29,000 feet. 

 

  Scorpia Rising by Anthony Horowitz 
Scorpia has dogged Alex Rider for most of his life. They killed his parents, they did their 
best to con Alex into turning traitor, and they just keep coming back with more power. Now 
the world's most dangerous terrorist organization is playing with fire in the world's most 
combustible land: the Middle East. No one knows Scorpia like Alex. And no one knows 
how best to get to Alex like Scorpia.  

 
 

  Things Not Seen by Andrew Clements 
Bobby Phillips is an average fifteen-year-old boy. Until the morning he wakes up and 
can’t see himself in the mirror. Not blind, not dreaming—Bobby is just plain invisible. 
There doesn’t seem to be any rhyme or reason to Bobby’s new condition; even his dad the 
physicist can’t figure it out. For Bobby that means no school, no friends, no life. He’s a 
missing person. Then he meets Alicia. She’s blind, and Bobby can’t resist talking to her, 

trusting her. But people are starting to wonder where Bobby is. Bobby knows that his invisibility could 
have dangerous consequences for his family and that time is running out. He has to find out how to be 
seen again—before it’s too late. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 

Billy, Old Dan and Little Ann — a Boy and His Two Dogs.  They ranged the dark hills 
and river bottoms of Cherokee country. Old Dan had the brawn, Little Ann had the 
brains — and Billy had the will to train them to be the finest hunting team in the valley. 
Glory and victory were coming to them, but sadness waited too. And close by was the 
strange and wonderful power that's only found...  An exciting tale of love and adventure 

you'll never forget. 

 
 

  The Devils’ Arithmetic by Jane Yolen 
This critically acclaimed novel by award-winning author Jane Yolen is now available in a 
beautifully designed new edition. Hannah dreads going to her family's Passover 
Seder—she's tired of hearing her relatives talk about the past. But when she opens the front 
door to symbolically welcome the prophet Elijah, she's transported to a Polish village in the 
year 1942, where she becomes caught up in the tragedy of the time. 

 
 

  Heart of a Samurai (2011 Newbury Honor) by Margi Preus 
In 1841, rescued by an American whaler after a shipwreck leaves him and his four 
companions castaways on a remote island, fourteen-year-old Manjiro learns new laws and 
customs as he becomes the first Japanese person to set foot in the United States. 
 
 

 
  Among the Hidden Series: Book 1 Shadow Children by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
Luke has never been to school. He's never had a birthday party, or gone to a friend's house 
for an overnight. In fact, Luke has never had a friend.  Luke is one of the shadow children, 
a third child forbidden by the Population Police. He's lived his entire life in hiding, and 
now, with a new housing development replacing the woods next to his family's farm, he is 
no longer even allowed to go outside.  Then, one day Luke sees a girl's face in the window 

of a house where he knows two other children already live. Finally, he's met a shadow child like himself. 
Jen is willing to risk everything to come out of the shadows. Does Luke dare to become involved in her 
dangerous plan? Can he afford not to? 

 
  Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card  
In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack, government 
agencies breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew 
"Ender" Wiggin lives with his kind but distant parents, his sadistic brother Peter, and the 
person he loves more than anyone else, his sister Valentine.  
*Winner of the Hugo and Nebula Awards*  

 
 

  The Golden Compass by Phillip Pullman 
In a landmark epic of fantasy and storytelling, Philip Pullman invites readers into a world 
as convincing and thoroughly realized as Narnia, Earthsea, or Redwall. Here lives an 
orphaned ward named Lyra Belacqua, whose carefree life among the scholars at Oxford's 
Jordan College is shattered by the arrival of two powerful visitors. First, her fearsome 
uncle, Lord Asriel, appears with evidence of mystery and danger in the far North, 

including photographs of a mysterious celestial phenomenon called Dust and the dim outline of a city 
suspended in the Aurora Borealis that he suspects is part of an alternate universe. 



 
 

  Graceling by Kristen Cashore 
Kristin Cashore’s best-selling, award-winning fantasy Graceling tells the story of the 
vulnerable yet strong Katsa, a smart, beautiful teenager who lives in a world where selected 
people are given a Grace, a special talent that can be anything from dancing to swimming. 
Katsa’s is killing. 
 

 
 

  Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin  
In the valley of Fruitless Mountain, a young girl named Minli lives in a ramshackle hut 
with her parents. In the evenings, her father regales her with old folktales of the Jade 
Dragon and the Old Man on the Moon, who knows the answers to all of life's questions. 
Inspired by these stories, Minli sets off on an extraordinary journey to find the Old Man on 
the Moon to ask him how she can change her family's fortune. 

 
 

  Starry River of the Sky by Grace Lin 
The moon is missing from the remote Village of Clear Sky, but only a young boy named 
Rendi seems to notice! Rendi has run away from home and is now working as a chore boy 
at the village inn. He can't help but notice the village's peculiar inhabitants and their 
problems-where has the innkeeper's son gone? Why are Master Chao and Widow Yan 

always arguing? What is the crying sound Rendi keeps hearing? And how can crazy, old Mr. Shan not 
know if his pet is a toad or a rabbit?     But one day, a mysterious lady arrives at the Inn with the gift of 
storytelling, and slowly transforms the villagers and Rendi himself. As she tells more stories and the 
days pass in the Village of Clear Sky, Rendi begins to realize that perhaps it is his own story that holds 
the answers to all those questions. 

 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 
Esperanza thought she'd always live a privileged life on her family's ranch in Mexico. 
She'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home filled with servants, and Mama, 
Papa, and Abuelita to care for her. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to 
flee to California and settle in a Mexican farm labor camp. Esperanza isn't ready for the 
hard work, financial struggles brought on by the Great Depression, or lack of 
acceptance she now faces. When Mama gets sick and a strike for better working 
conditions threatens to uproot their new life, Esperanza must find a way to rise above 
her difficult circumstances-because Mama's life, and her own, depend on it. 


