
What is a Standards-Based Report Card? 

District standards are specific learning goals for skills and concepts that are organized within subject areas. Canton’s 

educators have mapped out a standards-based curriculum that aligns with the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework. The 

state continually evaluates and revises the standards; our report card will reflect these changes as they occur.

Some key ideas of a Standards-Based Report Card include: 

● The standards are end-of-year expectations, or learning targets. These include 21st Century Social/Behavioral Skills 

and academic Content Standards.

● All students in a particular grade level are evaluated on their progress toward meeting the same learning targets (the 

standards). Parents can see where their child is on the journey toward mastery of end-of-year expectations.

● It is understood that most students are Approaching (A) the end of the year standard as they are learning a new skill 

or concept. This is appropriate and expected. Students have the entire school year to progress toward mastery of a 

standard. (See the Content Proficiency Level Key on page 3)

● It is different from traditional assessment and reporting, which gives a single letter grade (typically representing an 

average of test scores) for broad subject categories.

Technology Education

Upper elementary students learn to differentiate tasks 

that are best done by computing systems or digital tools 

and those best done by humans. Students explore a 

variety of computing devices and digital tools and further 

develop their computational thinking problem solving 

skills. As students progress through grades 3–5, they are 

able to describe and document their computational work 

in writing, using presentation tools and through 

demonstrations of their work.

Physical Education 

Grade 5 students will be proficient in the basic skills 

required for lifelong wellness. Students will have been 

given a foundation of wellness skills which will allow 

them to make healthy choices as they transition to 

middle school and beyond. Cooperation, teamwork, and 

leadership skills are a focus. Students will track and 

monitor their individual fitness levels as well as set 

fitness goals for improvement.

Health Education

In Fifth Grade Health Education students will make 

connections between the idea that they can control their 

wellness decisions, and develop skills around 

assertiveness and self advocacy. This will be explored in 

Steps to Respect, as well as puberty, alcohol, tobacco 

and drug education. As they enter middle school, 

students should be able to analyze a situation and 

demonstrate a strategy to improve personal safety.

21st Century Social/Behavioral Skills Proficiency Key

4 Student consistently demonstrates this skill.

3 Student often demonstrates this skill.

2 Student sometimes demonstrates this skill.

1 Student requires on-going intervention to develop this skill.

What are 21st Century Social/Behavioral Skills?

21st Century Skills are the set of knowledge, skills, work habits, and character traits that are recognized as necessary for 

success in today’s world. These skills prepare your child to work effectively in each content area, both independently and in 

groups. Students practice these skills in combination with academic content. As students practice these skills, they form 

thinking habits. Opportunities to develop these skills are present in all curriculum areas, for all students, PreK-12.

Everyone is on a life-long journey to develop their thinking through the application of social and behavioral skills. Students 

have varying degrees of proficiency in applying these foundational skills for their age, but everyone is somewhere on the 

continuum. In schools, teachers create the conditions in which these skills develop. Each year, as your child moves to a new 

grade level/class, their teacher determines where they are functioning on the continuum of skills. Teachers continually assess 

these skills, as they are a necessary component of learning, and are intertwined with a student’s capacity for acquiring 

academic content knowledge.

It is important to note that students may begin the year at a low rating for a particular skill. This may be developmentally 

appropriate. You will also notice that as your child advances through the grade levels, teachers’ conversations about your 

child’s work habits and thinking skills should change. This is an area of continuous growth.
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