
21st Century Social/Behavioral Skills Proficiency Key

4 Student consistently demonstrates this skill.

3 Student often demonstrates this skill.

2 Student sometimes demonstrates this skill.

1 Student requires on-going intervention to develop this skill.

What are 21st Century Social/Behavioral Skills?

21st Century Skills are the set of knowledge, skills, work habits, and character traits that are recognized as necessary for 

success in today’s world. These skills prepare your child to work effectively in each content area, both independently and in 

groups. Students practice these skills in combination with academic content. As students practice these skills, they form 

thinking habits. Opportunities to develop these skills are present in all curriculum areas, for all students, PreK-12.

Everyone is on a life-long journey to develop their thinking through the application of social and behavioral skills. Students 

have varying degrees of proficiency in applying these foundational skills for their age, but everyone is somewhere on the 

continuum. In schools, teachers create the conditions in which these skills develop. Each year, as your child moves to a new 

grade level/class, their teacher determines where they are functioning on the continuum of skills.  Teachers continually 

assesses these skills, as  they are a necessary component of  learning, and are intertwined with a student’s capacity for 

acquiring academic content knowledge.

It is important to note that students may begin the year at a low rating for a particular skill. This may be developmentally 

appropriate. You will also notice that as your child advances through the grade levels, teachers’ conversations about your 

child’s work habits and thinking skills should  change. This is an area of continuous growth.
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What is a Standards-Based Report Card? 

District standards are specific learning goals for skills and concepts that are organized within subject areas. Canton’s 

educators have mapped out a standards-based curriculum that aligns with the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework. The 

state continually evaluates and revises the standards; our report card will reflect these changes as they occur.

Some key ideas of a Standards-Based Report Card include: 

● The standards are end-of-year expectations, or learning targets. These include 21st Century Social/Behavioral Skills 

and academic Content Standards.

● All students in a particular grade level are evaluated on their progress toward meeting the same learning targets (the 

standards). Parents can see where their child is on the journey toward mastery of end-of-year expectations.

● It is understood that most students are Approaching (A) the end of year standard as they are learning a new skill or 

concept. This is appropriate and expected. Students have the entire school year to progress toward mastery of a 

standard. (See the Content Proficiency Level Key on page 3)

● It is different from traditional assessment and reporting, which gives a single letter grade (typically representing an 

average of test scores) for broad subject categories.
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Mathematics

In second grade, instructional time should focus on four critical areas: (1) extending understanding of base-ten notation; (2) 

building fluency with addition and subtraction; (3) using standard units of measure; and (4) describing and analyzing shapes. 

The Standards for Mathematical Practice describe the way students “do” math, as they grow in mathematical maturity. 

Engaging in the practices supports students’ understanding of mathematical concepts.

Standards for Mathematical Practice:

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others

4. Model with mathematics.

5. Use appropriate tools strategically.

6. Attend to precision. 

7. Look for and make use of structure. 

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.

Reading/English Language Arts

Literature and Informational Text
Second grade students analyze a variety of components of both literature and informational texts. Students ask and answer 
questions, retell with key details, determine central messages, and describe characters and how they respond to major 
events.  They also identify words or phrases that supply rhythm and meaning, and explain text features, dialogue, and 
illustrations to show understanding.  Grade two students compare and contrast stories and describe the connections 
between concepts in a nonfiction text.

Foundational Skills
Reading foundational skills include phonics, word structure, and fluency. In Grade 2, students read and spell long and short 
vowel patterns including common vowel teams. Students read grade level texts accurately and fluently to support 
comprehension.
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Content Standards Proficiency Level Key

E - Exceeding In addition to meeting the end of year standard, the student is able to self-initiate in-depth 
inferences and applications that extend beyond what was taught.

M - Meeting The student meets the end of year standard consistently and independently.

A - Approaching The student is approaching the end of year standard.

S - Supported The student relies on support to make progress towards meeting the end of year standard.

N - Not Taught/Assessed This standard was not taught or not assessed.
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Writing
By the end of second grade, students write narrative, opinion, and informative pieces. Given support and guidance, second 

grade students will expand upon their knowledge and application of grammar, spelling, and mechanics.

● Narrative: Students write narratives in prose or poem form. Students will recognize and use sequenced events, 

dialogue that shows action, thoughts, and feelings, use sequencing words, and provide some sense of closure.

● Opinion: Students introduce a topic, state an opinion, supply reasons for that opinion, use linking words to connect 

the opinion and reasons, and provide a conclusion.

● Informative/Explanatory: Based on research and inquiry, students will name a topic, use facts to develop points about 

the topic, and provide a conclusion. 

Speaking and Listening

Students participate in collaborative conversations about grade level topics and texts with peers and adults. These 

conversations provide opportunities for students to develop and refine discussion skills.  They will express thoughts and 

ideas, add to others’ thoughts, ask and answer questions for clarification, and support their thoughts with visuals. 

Language

Second graders demonstrate the conventions of standard English grammar when writing and speaking, develop flexible 

vocabulary skills, and apply new word knowledge.

Science

As students grow in their ability to speak, read, write, and reason mathematically, they also grow in their ability to grapple 

with larger systems and the parts that make them up. In grade 2, students start to look beyond the structures of individual 

plants/ animals and look at the environment in which the plants and animals live as a provider of the food, water, and shelter 

that the organisms need. They learn that water is found everywhere on Earth and takes different forms and shapes. They 

map landforms and bodies of water and observe that flowing water and wind shape these landforms. Grade 2 students use 

their observation skills to classify materials based on similar properties and functions. They gain experience testing different 

materials to collect and then analyze data for the purpose of determining which materials are the best for a specific function. 

They construct large objects from smaller pieces and conversely, learn that when materials are cut into the smallest possible 

pieces, they still exist as the same material that has weight. These investigations of how parts relate to the whole provide a 

key basis for understanding systems in later grades.

Social Studies

Students will learn how their family traditions and customs developed over time and were influenced by the life experiences 

of their ancestors. Students will read about the achievements of a variety of famous individuals throughout history and 

identify the character traits that made them successful citizens. Map skills will focus on the difference between a continent 

and country and identifying the seven continents of the world and the current boundaries of the US, Canada and Mexico on a 

map. They will be able to use maps and globes to identify the location of the five oceans, major mountain regions and rivers 

around the world.
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