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CANTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

 

COVID-19 Transportation Protocols 
(Revised March 2021) 

 
 

The Canton Public Schools follows the Department of Elementary & Secondary Education (“DESE”) 
guidance for transporting students.  The DESE first released the guidance in July 2020 and it is being 
updated as of February 11, 2021 with a focus on physical distancing requirements, based on the 
availability of additional data and after consultation with medical advisors (A copy of the DESE guidance 
is available under the transportation page of the Canton Public Schools website, www.cantonma.org).  In 
addition, the Massachusetts Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics has reviewed and endorsed 
the updated guidance. Revisions to this guidance are based on data demonstrating significant air 
exchanges on moving school buses with open windows (21-43 air exchanges per hour)i as well as the 
continued proven effectiveness of masking.ii iii Furthermore, this guidance is differentiated between 
elementary schools and middle/high schools based on continued evidence that younger students are less 
likely to become infected and may be less likely to transmit COVID-19.   
 
Core health and safety practices  
 
Several core practices will support safe school bus operations this school year: 
 

 Masks 
All staff and students on the bus, regardless of age, are required to wear masks at all times. 
Exemptions for students due to medical and/or behavioral reasons – and associated protocols 
– are further described in the DESE guidance. 
 

 Distance –  
 As of February 2021, physical distancing guidelines and resulting bus capacities have been updated 

per the below.  

 In all cases, maximum distance between students should be maintained during boarding 
and transportation. 

 
o Elementary Schools:  

o Capacity limitations and physical distancing requirements for students on buses are lifted. 
 

o Middle and High schools:  
o Capacity limitations and physical distancing requirements for students on buses are lifted, 

except if the District has high community prevalence.  
o If the District has high community prevalence, capacity limitations and physical distancing 

requirements on buses are amended to allow 2 students per bus bench. 
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 Ventilation 

Windows will be kept open at all times during operation at least two inches. In adverse 
weather conditions, every other window will be opened.  

 Seat assignments 
Students should be assigned to a single bus and a particular seat.  

 
 
School Bus Cleaning and Disinfecting: 
The District will continue a twice daily program of disinfecting buses using an EPA approved disinfectant 
like those used by the school districts that is effective against COVID-19.  In addition, hand sanitizer will 
be available on all buses when loading and unloading students.   
 
Drivers: 

 Drivers should take their temperature prior to leaving their home and keep a log of the results. 
o Drivers should not report to work if they have a fever. The CDC considers a person to have a 

fever when he or she has measured temperature of 100.4°F (38°C) or greater 
o They should contact their supervisor immediately if they register a fever 

 Drivers must wear face-covering, non-latex gloves and face shields are optional 
o Drivers will wipe down high touch areas with disinfectant between tiers and at the end of their 

morning run and their afternoon run (handles, top of seatbacks, hand rails, and any high contact 
area), when time permits 

 
Students: 

 Students must wear mask/face-covering, unless there is a medical condition preventing them from doing 
so 

o The District will determine those not requiring a mask/face covering and notify the bus 
driver/monitor 

o The District will define protocols for the driver to follow if a student looks to board the bus without 
a mask – particularly in the morning pickup 

o The District will provide the driver with a number of extra masks for students who need them 
 Students must separate to the highest extent possible within the vehicle 
 Students must remain in the same seat for the ride’s entirety 
 Students may not touch other students or share personal devices 
 Students should wear masks/face-covering and practice social distancing at the bus stop to the extent that 

it is safe to do so 
 When boarding the bus practice social distancing to the extent it is safe to do so 
 When disembarking from the bus avoid touching any vehicle surface, other students, or driver 

unnecessarily 
 
Protocol: Student is symptomatic on the bus: 

1. Although families are the most important first line of defense for monitoring symptoms, bus drivers and 
bus monitors also play an important role in flagging possible symptomatic students. Note: This will require 
the District to provide training for bus drivers and bus monitors, if applicable 

2. If symptoms are noticed as the student is getting on the bus and if there is a caregiver present, do not allow 
the student to board the bus. Contact your supervisor who will, in turn, contact the school district COVID-
19 Response Coordinator 

3. If a student is already on the bus or the student cannot be safely kept off the bus, ensure the student is 
masked and keeps the mask on. Ensure other students keep their masks on. Ensure the student keeps the 
required physical distance from other students 

4. Bus driver should contact their supervisor.  The supervisor or monitor should contact the school district 
COVID-19 Response Coordinator 

5. The appropriate school department personnel will meet the bus at the school when it arrives, and where 
possible, the student with possible symptoms should exit the bus first 
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6. Bus should be cleaned / disinfected 
7. The bus company will follow the protocols of the school district regarding testing, and quarantining  

 
Protocol: Bodily Fluids on the bus: 

 Students, especially younger children, sometimes get sick riding on the bus, unrelated to COVID-19 
 At the time, the driver must assume that the bodily fluids could pose an infection risk.  When this 

occurs, the following protocols will be followed: 
o Driver/monitor will instruct the students to remain in their seats 
o Driver will bring the bus to a stop when safe to do so 
o Driver/monitor will move any students as far away from the fluids as practical 
o Driver/monitor will spray/cover the fluids until the bus can be unloaded 
o Follow the escalation steps 3 – 7 in “Protocol: Student is symptomatic on the bus” 
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