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Due the Week of January 12, 2009
There’s nothing better than curling up with a good book on a  
cold winter night! 
This project requires you to read a piece of classic, fictional literature that is “just right” for you. Choose from one of the following authors below. Most of these authors have been recommended by the Massachusetts Department of Education.
*L. Frank Baum (The Wizard of Oz series)  
*Frances Hodgson Burnett (Little Lord Funtleroy, Heidi)
*Stephen Crane (The Red Badge of Courage)
Elizabeth Enright (Thimble Summer, Gone-Away Lake, The Saturdays) 

*Eleanor Estes (The Moffats, The Middle Moffat, The Hundred Dresses, The Witch Family) 

*Jean Craighead George (My Side of the Mountain, Frightful’s Mountain, Julie’s Wolf Pack) 

Sterling North (Rascal, Wolfing) 

*E.B.White (Trumpet of the Swan, Stuart Little) 

*Laura Ingalls Wilder (The Little House on the Prarie series) 

Mary Mapes Dodge (Hans Brinker and the Silver Skates) 

*Elizabeth Coatsworth (The Cat Who Went to Heaven) 

*George Selden (The Cricket in Times Square, Tucker’s Countryside) 

Lewis Carroll (Alice in Wonderland) 

*Kenneth Grahame (The Wind in the Willows, The Reluctant Dragon) 
Jack London (White Fang)
Dick King-Smith (Babe: The Gallant Pig, Lady Lollipop) 

Edith Nesbit (Five Children and It, The Enchanted Castle) 

Mary Norton (The Borrowers) 

*Margery Sharp (The Rescuers series) 

*Robert Louis Stevenson (Treasure Island, Kidnapped) 
*Jonathan Swift (Gulliver’s Travels)
*Mary Shelley (Frankenstein)
*Mark Twain (The Prince and the Pauper)
P.L. Travers (Mary Poppins) 
*Books available in class
The end result of your project will demonstrate competency of the following Massachusetts state frameworks: 

3.5: Make informal presentations that have a recognizable organization (sequencing, summarizing). 
3.6: Express an opinion of a literary work or film in an organized way, with supporting detail. 

7.9: Read grade-appropriate imaginative/literary and informational/expository text with comprehension  

7.10: Read aloud grade-appropriate imaginative/literary and informational/expository text fluently, accurately, and with comprehension, using appropriate timing, change in voice, and expression. 

8.12: Identify sensory details and figurative language. 

8.13: Identify the speaker of a poem or story. 

8.14: Make judgments about setting, characters, and events and support them with evidence from the text. 

12.2: Identify and analyze the elements of plot, character, and setting in the stories they read and write. 
18.2: Plan and perform readings of selected texts for an audience, using clear diction and voice quality (volume, tempo, pitch, tone) appropriate to the selection, and use teacher-developed assessment criteria to prepare presentations. 

There are three parts to this project:
1. Present an oral book recommendation to the class.  
◊ Include the title, author, setting (time and place), main characters, and a brief summary of the plot: the exposition (beginning), rising action, climax (turning point), falling action, resolution (ending), being sure not to give away any surprises!  

◊ Please also tell us who is telling your story to the reader. Is it a narrator, the main character, another character, etc. ?
◊ Finally, tell us if you would recommend this book to others and why (or why not!). What type of reader might enjoy it? 
◊Organize your oral presentation in some way; note cards may be helpful
2. Select a part in the book where the author’s language made you clearly able to visualize what was happening, and read it to us.  
◊ You practice reading it in front of someone at home many times to be sure you can read it slowly, fluently, and with the feeling that the author intended to convey. 

◊ The reading should take no longer than two minutes. 

3. You have four creative projects from which to choose. Select the ONE that best matches your book and/or your learning style. 
◊   Write and illustrate a 3-4 page magazine about your book. Your magazine can include news articles about the plot and/or main characters, poems that describe characters and/or setting, pictures, a timeline of important events, crossword puzzles that use important words from the story, etc. The content and design is up to you, as long as it meets the standards described on the front. Neatness and grade level spelling are essential. 

◊    Write, revise and edit a two paragraph paper. The first paragraph should explain why you chose the book, the relationships between, and important information about the main characters, and the setting of the story (8 - 12 sentences minimum). The second paragraph will explain the plot of the book. Describe how the author builds the story; the rising action, to the climax, and then to the resolution.  You should add your opinions as you write (what was your favorite part and why, etc. - 8 – 12 sentences minimum). You will need to pass in your revised and edited rough draft along with your final copy. Neatness and grade level spelling on the final copy is essential. I expect that you will use the writing techniques that we have been using in class. You should also put a cover page on your paper that clearly names the book and its author along with your name. You may illustrate the cover if you wish. 

◊    Create a board game that takes the player on the adventure of your main character. The design of your board should in some way reflect the setting of the story.  The spaces on the board, or the cards that are drawn by the players should fit with the important events of the story. Your board game should be unique to your book, and we should learn about the story and its characters as we play! As we move a long we should be progressing through your book. Have fun! 

◊    Create a mobile that includes the characters, the setting, the plot, and your thinking about the story. You should add your thinking and opinions as you write (what was your favorite part and why, etc. -  16 - 24 sentences minimum). The design of your mobile can take the form you wish and its content should be very similar to the two paragraph paper. Have fun! 
Your book choice should be presented to me no later than  
Tuesday, December 16th. 
-------------------------------------------Cut and Return to Me-----------------------------------------------
I am aware of the project requirements and deadlines of the Winter Classic Book Project: 
Book approval by 12/16 and final project is due the week of January 12.

Guardian/Parent 
_______________________________        
Student

 _______________________________
