Meet the Meteorologist

I.   Assignment Summary: Imagine yourself as a meteorologist who has been called in to report the 6 p.m. weather forecast. You discover that A. J. will be out on vacation and you have the chance to take over for him. Your job is to develop a four-day weather forecast and present your data to the TV viewing audience (the class). In preparation for your new job, you will watch many weather forecasts at home and in school. You will also read as much as you can about weather. Since TV time is expensive and limited, your report can only be five minutes long (no shorter than two minutes). You will use visuals and vocabulary just like A. J. Burnett would do!
II.  Purpose: The purpose of this assignment is for you to know the following Massachusetts Earth Science Framework Standards:  
· Standard 6: Explain how air temperature, moisture, wind speed and direction, and precipitation make up the weather in a particular place in time. 

· Standard 7: Distinguish among the various forms of precipitation (rain, snow, sleet, and hail), making connections to the weather in a particular place and time. (Watch national/international weather broadcasts. Discuss the relationship between precipitation, temperature, and location on the globe.)
· Standard 8: Describe how global patterns such as the jet stream and water currents influence local weather in measurable terms such as temperature, wind direction and speed, and precipitation.(Create weather maps using basic symbols showing weather patterns, precipitation, etc. present own report to class. Attempt to forecast the weather for the next day and explain reasons for the forecast.)
· Standard 10: Describe how water on earth cycles in different forms and indifferent locations, including underground and in the atmosphere.

· Standard 11: Give examples of how the cycling of water, both in and out of the atmosphere, has an effect on climate.

III. Writer’s Role: You will imagine yourself as a meteorologist who has been called in to replace a vacationing meteorologist.
IV.  Audience: You will present a four day weather forecast to your TV viewing audience, the class.
V.     Form: Your presentation will take the form of a news report that lasts no longer than 5 minutes and is no shorter than 2 minutes. For your written product you will create cue cards that a meteorologist can read while broadcasting. With this informative writing, you will write clearly providing information to your viewing audience (4th graders and teacher) about what data a meteorologist collects to make predictions.
VI.  FCA’s:       1. Demonstration of an understanding of earth science standards listed above
50 points


2. Use of “weather” related vocabulary (from your notes and book)

30 points



3. Visuals (maps, symbols, etc.)






20 points
VII. Procedures: 

1. You will gather data for 3 days on one area of the United States through watching weather reports on TV and/ or using Internet sites that are posted on my web page.  
2. You will use the data you have collected to predict the weather for the 4th day based on your knowledge of weather and your observations. 

3. You will write a weather report using the appropriate vocabulary and mentioning the conditions that you have analyzed over the course of the three days of observations; in your report you will also include your prediction for the fourth day. 
4. You will present your weather report to the class using cue cards and maps on one of the following dates: May 10th, 11th, or 12th.
Use your science book and your notes as a reference, especially for the important vocabulary words. Review pages 264 -303 in your science book and the science standards above. We have an abundance of weather related science books in the class, please feel free to use them!
Please sign below to indicate that you are aware of the Weather Project.
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