Inventor Biography Project

Project overview: You may come to class dressed in character, prepared to give an oral report about an inventor. Props such as experiments are welcome and encouraged so long as they make sense and can be done within the time allowed.  Your report will include two parts: 1. a three to five minute well-rehearsed oral report in the first person (I, me, myself) on index cards. 2. A five-paragraph written report in the third person (he, she, him, her)
You will include the following information in your report (use the attached organizer to gather your information):

1. Where and when the person was born.

2. Who or what influenced this person’s life.

3. What was the need or problem that this person solved with his or her invention?
4. Did the person think of any other possible solutions? If so, what were they?
5. Did this person use a model (sketch, drawing, organizer of some sort)? If so, how did it help him or her to create her idea or invention? Or was the idea or invention discovered through serendipity?
6. Inventors often test and evaluate their ideas or inventions to make them better. Did this person have to redesign the idea or invention as a result of testing it?

7. How did this idea or invention help to improve life or make life easier?
Timeline:
· 1. Think of an inventor about whom you’d like to learn. Find a “just right” book about him or her.
· 2. Have your book approved by me no later than Monday, March 16th and begin reading the book.
· 3. Take notes as you read, especially when you find answers to the questions above.

· 4. You should finish reading your biography by April 6th. Use the guidelines above and the graphic organizer to begin writing your paper.
· 5. During the week of April 13th, you will be ready to present your report. You may come dressed in character or bring clothes into which you may change. You must be prepared to give an oral report in the first person, pretending to be that person (you may use index cards for your presentation, but you may not read directly from the cards).

· 6. You will also turn in your five-paragraph written report when you have finished giving your report. Remember, the report will be written in the third person. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Possible biographies: 
Bill Gates
Thomas Edison
Ben Franklin
Marie Curie
Alexander Graham Bell
Louie Braille
George Washington Carver
Thomas Jefferson
Eli Whitney

Benjamin Banneker
The Wright Brothers 
Walt Disney
Leonardo De Vinci
Henry Ford
John Deere
Albert Einstein
Margaret Knight
Robert Fulton
George Eastman
Sir Isaac Newton
Milton Hershey
Steven Jobs
Frank Lloyd Wright
Cut here and return ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I am aware that _____________________ needs to have an inventor biography book approved by March 16th.  I am also aware that the inventor biography project due is the week of April 13th.  Parent signature _________________________________[image: image1.png]









