Bill of Rights and Responsibilities
Mrs. Hansen’s Class
Our class believes that:

1. all class members have the right to learn. 
Being responsible for our behavior ensures that everyone in our class has the same learning opportunities; so it is important that our behavior does not interfere with our ability to learn or with our classmates’ abilities to learn. Being responsible looks like good listening skills, good partner skills, using time wisely, completing work on time, etc. 
2. all class members have the right to be safe and to feel safe in school. 
Being responsible for our behavior ensures our safety and the safety of our classmates. Always think about how our actions affect our safety and the safety of others. Being responsible looks like keeping our hands, feet, objects, and unkind words in the appropriate places. Following the rules in the bathroom, hallways, playground, cafeteria, and other classrooms as outlined in the student handbook help to keep us safe. Being respectful looks like speaking in a kind way to others and respecting other people’s points of view. It does not include any bullying whatsoever. Bullying* includes any behavior that is intended to make someone feel bad or powerless. These behaviors may look like pushing or invading someone’s space. They may sound like name calling, teasing, or put downs. They may feel like being excluded or excluding someone.
To ensure a classroom of respectful members and to honor our rights and responsibility, we will notice great learning and safe and respectful behaviors. Together, we will use the following strategies: 
· Praise, such as statements like: “I noticed that you finished your work on time.” “I noticed that you said excuse me.” “I noticed that you listened to me.” “Good morning!” “Have a great lunch!”
· Give compliments or positive notes (at appropriate times)
· Special privileges, such as extra recess, playing a game, doing something special, having a special celebration, etc.

Reminders will further help us to remember our rights and responsibilities:

1. A first reminder will be one tally mark on a Post-It note (which will be on your desk); it will serve as a reminder of what you should be doing.
2. A second tally mark will be your second reminder; that means you will miss two minutes of recess to think about what you should have been doing and how you will handle things differently. (Depending on the situation, you may also write a note to me explaining what you did, what you should have been doing, and what you will do next time.)
3. An additional tally mark means that you will be asked to write a note home explaining what you did, what you should have been doing, and what you will do next time.
4. A fourth reminder will require a visit to the principal and a call home to your parent(s)/guardian(s).
*Severe clause: You will go directly to the principal. 
I have read the Classroom Bill of Rights and Responsibilities and have discussed it with my child.

____________________

_____________________

Child’s Name



Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature

